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The Pure and Applied Macromolecular Chemistry Group  
(Macro Group UK) is a joint group of the Royal Society of Chemistry and the Society of Chemical Industry. 
The Polymer Physics Group is a joint group of the Institute of Physics and the Royal Society of Chemistry. 
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Welcome to the second bulletin of 2007.  
 

 

Following the departure of Sébastien Perrier to Sydney the 
bulletin has another change to the editorial team. We welcome 
Andrew Dove from the University of Warwick and wish Sébastien 
the best of luck in his new surroundings. Andrew will now be 
responsible for newsletter and bulletin items for MacroGroup 
UK. 

 

This issue also sees a change of chairman of MGUK. After 3 years  
of service, Professor Peter Lovell has been succeeded by Professor 
David Haddleton (University of Warwick). We congratulate him 
on his recent appointment and we look forward to working with 
him in the future. 

 

The first person to win the PPG student prize is announced and 
we congratulate Richard Jones (PPG chairman) on his recent 
appointment as the EPSRC’s senior strategic advisor on 
Nanotechnology. 

 

Unfortunately, this issue also brings sad news about the deaths of 
Pierre-Gilles DeGennes and John Bevington, great losses to the 
community. 

 
 

 

 

 

James Sharp 
Andrew Dove 

Bulletin Officers 
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Pierre-Gilles de Gennes 

(1932 – 2007) 
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Chairman: Prof. David Haddleton (University of Warwick) 2007 - 2010 

Secretary: Dr Wayne Hayes (University of Reading) 2004 - 2008 

Treasurer: Prof. Stephen Yeates (University of Manchester) 2005 - 2009 

Ordinary Members:  
Mr Jeffrey Carter (ICI) 2005 - 2008 
Dr Nigel Clarke (Durham University) 2005 - 2008 
Dr Rob Hunter (Unilever) 2005 - 2008 
Dr Peter Cormack (University of Strathclyde),  Membership Officer 2005 - 2008 
Dr Joachim Steinke (Imperial College),  Meetings Programme Officer 2005 - 2008 
Dr Carl Waterson (Infineum International) 2006 - 2009 
Dr Neal Williams (ICI Paints) 2006 - 2009 
Dr Raj Bhardwaj (Polymer Laboratories) 2007 - 2010 
Prof. Steve Brocchini (London University) 2007 - 2010 
Dr Andrew Dove (University of Warwick),  Bulletin Officer 2007 - 2010 
Prof. Steve Howdle (University of Nottingham) 2007 - 2010 
Dr Andrew Lewis (Biocompatibles) 2007 - 2010 
Dr Christopher Sammon (Sheffield Hallam University),   Web Site Officer 2007 - 2010 

 
Co-opted Member: 
 Dr Fred Davies (University of Reading), Polymer Roadshow Officer 

Representative Members: 
 

Representing Society of Chemical Industry:  
 Prof. Richard Jones (University of Kent) 

Representing Colloid & Interface Science Groups, RSC and SCI:  
 Prof. Peter Williams (NEWI) 

Representing Materials Chemistry Forum, RSC:  
 Prof. Stephen Yeates (University of Manchester) 

Representing Polymer Physics Group, IoP:  
 Dr Nigel Clarke (Durham University) 

Representing Biomaterials Chemistry Group, RSC: 
  Dr Chris Ansell (BITECIC Ltd) 

Representing Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining: 
 vacant 

Representing European Polymer Federation:  
 Dr Wayne Hayes (University of Reading) 

Representing Polymer Degradation Discussion Group:  
 Dr Michelle Edge (Manchester Metropolitan University) 

Representing Polymer Colloids Forum:  
 Prof. Peter Lovell (University of Manchester) 

Representing RAPS Network:  
 Dr Rachel O’Reilly (University of Cambridge) 
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Macro Group UK Medal 

Awarded to a UK-based scientist who has made a significant 
and substantial contribution to the development of polymer sci-
ence through his/her scientific achievements and/or services to 
the UK polymer science community. The recipient will be 
awarded a silver medal and will be expected to deliver a medal 
award lecture at an appropriate Macro Group UK meeting. 

Nominations for this award are invited annually and the next 
deadline of 30th September 2007.+ 

 

Macro Group UK Young Researchers Medal 
Awarded to a UK-based scientist, normally under the age of 36 
on December 31st of the preceding year, whose contributions to 
polymer science show outstanding promise for the future. The 
recipient will be awarded a bronze medal and will be expected to 
deliver a medal award lecture at an appropriate Macro Group 
UK meeting. 

Nominations for this award are invited annually and the next 
deadline of 30th September 2007.+ 

 

Nominations 
All Macro Group UK awards are open to scientists from any or-
ganisation (industrial, commercial, government, academic...). 
Nominations for the Macro Group UK Medal and the Macro 
Group UK Young Researchers' Medal are restricted to scientists 
currently working in the UK, whereas the Macro Group UK 
Medal for Outstanding Achievement is open to scientists from all 
countries of the world. 
 
Nominations should consist of a proposer and a seconder (both 
current members of Macro Group UK), who should provide: 
 
1)  A supporting statement (describing the contributions for 

which the nominee is notable) and 
2)  A brief (1-4 page) CV of the nominee. 
 
Nominations for the Macro Group UK Medal for Outstanding 
Achievement may also be made by proposers and/or seconders 
who are not Macro Group UK members with prior approval from 
the Macro Group UK Chairman. All nominations must be re-
ceived by the Macro Group UK Secretary no later than the nomi-
nation deadline. 
 
 
+ Note that 2007 medal lectures and presentation awards will 
take place at the Frontiers of Research meeting in April 2008. 
Please inform nominees of this meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Macro Group UK Medal for 
Outstanding Achievement * 

 
 2006 J.M.J. Fréchet 
 2005 K. Matyjaszewski 
 2004 P. Hodge 
 2003 A.B. Holmes 
 2002 D.C. Sherrington 
 2001 J.M.G. Cowie 
 2000 J.C. Bevington 
 1999 E.W. Meijer 
 1998 W.J. Feast 
 1997 G. Wegner 
 

Macro Group UK Medal  
 

 2006 D.M Haddleton 
 

Macro Group UK Young 
Researchers Medal  

 
 2006 S. Pérrier 
 2005 P.A.G. Cormack 
 2004 W.C. Hayes 
 2003 N.R. Cameron 
 2002 A.I. Cooper 
 2001 W. Huck 
 1999 A. Slark 
 1997 S. Rannard 
�
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4th Annual conference on Foundations of Nanoscience: 
Self Assembled Architectures and Devices 

 

18th-21st April 2007, Snowbird, Utah, USA 
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Polymer Physics Group Bursaries 
 
The Polymer Physics Group grants a limited number of bursaries to Research Students wishing to par-
ticipate in a conference at home or abroad. Bursaries are also available for recent appointees to poly-
mer science positions who are in their first five years in an academic post.  

 

All applicants should be Polymer Physics Group members and be making an oral or poster contribution 
to the conference. A report, suitable for publication in the bulletin, should be submitted to the Group 
Secretary (Nigel Clarke, nigel.clarke@durham.ac.uk) within one month of the end of the conference.  

 

Bursaries are limited to £250 for students and £500 for Academics, or half the conference costs 
(whichever is the lesser).  Applications and conference reports should be sent to the Group Secretary. 
Students should enclose a letter of support from their academic supervisor. 

����������������������������������������
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Recent Appointees in Polymer Science 

8th Annual Meeting,  19 th -21st September 2007 
 

 

The next annual RAPS meeting will be hosted in the picturesque surroundings of Jesus College at the 
University of Cambridge 

 

RAPS is an organisation that is dedicated to supporting recent academic and industrial appointees at 
the beginning of their careers (with at least one years postdoctoral experience) 

 

If you would like to receive more information, then please email the RAPS membership secretary 
(Andrew Dove, a.p.dove@warwick.ac.uk) with your contact details and he will be happy to add you  
to the RAPS circulation list.  

 

Alternatively, you can visit the RAPS web site at www.raps.org.uk   

�
 

Faraday Discussion 139: The importance of 
polymer science for biological systems 

 

26-28th March 2008, University of York 
This meeting, hosted by the RSC’s Faraday Division, will 
aim to focus on two main strands: the physical chemistry 
of macromolecules as common ground between biology 
and polymer science; and the problems associated with 
biocompatibility and biodegradability of polymers, par-
ticularly with regard to their role as therapeutic delivery 
vehicles.  
 

We hope that the discussion will bring researchers from 
different backgrounds together to share their knowledge 
and foster new collaborations and directions. 
 

Meeting registration opens in September 2007 
 

Further Details can be found at :  
www.rsc.org/ConferencesAndEvents/RSCConferences/ 
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The 2007 IOP Polymer Physics Group The 2007 IOP Polymer Physics Group   
Biennial MeetingBiennial Meeting   

  

  

10th – 12th September 2007 
Grey College, Durham University 
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Advertising within the BULLETIN & Newsletter 

The membership of the Macro Group UK and the Polymer Physics Group comprises many of the UK’s premier polymer scientists in both industry and academia; 
scientists involved in teaching, training, research and consultancy, and scientists who buy, or influence the buying of, books and journals, scientific equipment and 
chemicals, in fact goods and services of many kinds.  The BULLETIN is posted on the Macro Group web site and the Newsletter is mailed twice a year (usually in 
January and July). 
 
Material for circulation with the Macro Group UK/PPG  Newsletter 
 
Material may be mailed with the Newsletter to members of the Macro Group UK and/or to members of the Polymer Physics Group (excluding those members who 
have asked not to receive such material).  Please note that this is not a free service and you  will be charged at the rate in force at the time o f circulation. 
  
A notification of intention to circulate, together with a copy of the item for circulation, should be sent to the Macro Group Secretary, Dr Wayne Hayes (Department 
of Chemistry, University of Reading, e-mail: w.hayes@reading.ac.uk ), and to the Bulletin Officers, Dr Andrew Dove (MGUK) and Dr James Sharp (PPG), who can 
then advise on the procedure to be followed.   

Date(s)  Title and Location  Organiser  

10-12 Sept 
2007 

Institute of Physics, Polymer Physics Group, Biennial Meeting 
Grey College, Durham University 

Nigel Clarke 

16-18 Sept 
2007 

UKPCF International Meeting on Polymer Colloids 
University of Warwick (http://go.warwick.ac.uk/ukpcf2007) 

Stefan Bon 

19-21 Sept 
2007 

Recent Appointees in Polymer Science, 8th Annual Meeting 
Jesus College, Cambridge (http://www.raps.org.uk) Rachel O’Reilly 

15-20 Dec 
2007 

7th International “APME-2007 Conference - Advanced Poly-
mers via Macromolecular Engineering”. Miami Beach, Florida, 
USA (http://apme-2007.home.att.net/) 

M.K. Mishra, 
Y.Yagci, T.Kitayama 

17-20 Mar 
2008 

Zing Conference on Polymer Synthesis, Cancun, Mexico 
(http://www.zingconferences.com) 

David Haddleton 
and Tom Davis 

26-28 Mar 
2008 

Faraday Discussion 139: The Importance of Polymer Science 
for Biological Systems 

Tony Ryan and 
Athene Donald 

11-16 July 
2010 

IUPAC World Polymer Congress 2010 
Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre, Glasgow 

Peter Lovell and 
Nicole Morgan 
(RSC) 
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Intended Audience 
 

This course is designed for personnel with a need to know more about polymer science and tech-
nology and should appeal to those with some background in the sciences and who wish to broaden 
their horizons with a general overview of these topics. It has been approved by IOM3 for profes-
sional development. 

 

This course is specifically for you if: you interact with polymer scientists (either as customers, sup-
pliers or research and development teams); or you are commercial/ engineering/production based 
and need to understand more about how your products and/or processes work. 

 

Course Structure 
 

Please note that we reserve the right to make changes to the course content and lecturers should it be necessary. Provisional 
course details are as follows 

 

WEEK ONE (29th October 2007 – 2nd November 
2007) 
 

Day 1: Basic Polymer Science part I 

Day 2: Basic Polymer Science part II 

Day 3: Polymer Chemistry 

Day 4: Polymer Engineering (Polymer Processing) 

Day 5: Polymer Physics 
 

WEEK TWO (5th November 2007 – 8th November 
2007) 
 

Day 6: Multi-phase Polymer Materials and Composites 

Day 7: Polymer Dynamics and Macromolecular Rheology 

Day 8: Polymeric Biomaterials 

Day 9: Polymer Nanotechnology 
�

Course Notes 
 

Each participant will receive at the beginning of the course, a bound set of course notes and a CD of the same information. 
 

Further Details  further details can be found at http://www.polymerirc.org/pages/CourseDescriptions 

contact Miss S.H. Cowley, The Polymer Centre, Dainton Building, University of Shefield, S3 7HF (Tel: 0114 222 9520)  

�

Polymer Science and 
Technology  

 
9 Day Modular Course 

 
29th October –8th November 2007 

 
Venue: Novotel Sheffield 

 

Discounted rates on 
course fees for PPG 

members 
 

Student member 
50% discount 

 

Non student member 
15% discount 
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Annual General Meeting of 

Macro Group UK 
14.15 pm Monday April 3 2007 

at the Society of Chemical Industry, London 
 

Minutes 

 
1. Committee Members in Attendance 

 Professor P.A. Lovell (Chairman), Dr W. Hayes (acting as secretary), Professor Stephen  
Yeates, Professor David Haddleton, Dr Sebastien Perrier, Dr Robert Hunter, Dr Fred 
Davis, Dr Peter Cormack. 

 Ordinary Members in Attendance  

 Professor Howard Colquhoun, Professor Andrew Cooper, Professor Steve Howdle, Dr 
Neil Cameron, Dr Raj Bhadwaj, Professor Steven Armes, Dr Andrew Dove, Dr Simon 
Holder, Dr Derek Irvine, Dr Rachel O’Reilly, Dr Stephen Rimmer, Dr Andrew Slark. 

 

2.  Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3 April 2006 

 a) The minutes were accepted as a true record 

 b) Matters arising – Professor Jones had provided information about the IUPAC educa-
tional web site.  

 

3. Chairman’s Report 

The following is a transcript of Professor Lovell's report: 

Today I complete my three-year term as chairman and so will look back not just over 

the past year, but also at what has been achieved in relation to the objectives I set three 

years ago.  Please feel free to ask questions and offer your views and suggestions at the 

end of my report. 

Soon after becoming chairman I set in place several strategic changes and actions 

which were designed to improve our services to the polymer community.  The first 

concerned RAPS, the Recent Appointees in Polymer Science Network, which soon 

became part of Macro Group, giving RAPS greater security and helping Macro Group 

to assist in developing the careers of newly-appointed polymer scientists. 

Communications was something I wanted to enhance and so responsibility for the 

joint Macro Group / PPG (Polymer Physics Group) Bulletin and the Macro Group web 

sites was separated into two roles so that we could focus on enhancements to both.  The 

Bulletin's presentation was quickly and creatively improved by Chris Ansell.  I am also 

pleased that the PPG content has been increased, such that there is now a good balance 

of content.  We wanted to increase the number of special articles, but for various rea-

sons only a few have appeared – this is something that should be addressed in future 

issues.  Nevertheless, the new presentation is much more inviting and the content is 

both useful and informative. 

Macro Group has three web sites, two hosted by the parent societies plus an inde-

pendent site that had previously served only to hold back issues of the Bulletin.  We 

decided to massively enhance the independent web site in order to better serve our 

members and to increase the value of membership.  The new site was created by 

Cooke&Kaye, guided by myself and Patrick Fairclough.  It went live in July last year 

and I believe it has been a good investment at a cost of about £3,200.  I hope that, over 

time, it will become an important portal for polymer science.  As you might expect, it 

carries lots of information about Macro Group activities and has links to other relevant 

sites.  We are just about to add pages describing the history of Macro Group, thanks to 

the efforts of Geoff Eastmond.  The site also has enabled us to do things that would not 

otherwise have been easily achieved.  These include lists of meetings on polymer sci-

ence and a list of job vacancies, both with RSS feeds.  There is also a Skills & Services 

Finder that enables anyone visiting the site to find a member with the required types of 

skills and services.  Members can advertise vacancies, meetings and conferences, gain 

access to member-only services, download all issues of the Bulletin and place their 

details on Skills & Services Finder, all free of charge – and all personal information is 

fully protected from 'phishing'.  Use by members needs to increase in order for the full 

benefits to be realised, so if you have not already taken advantage of the site, I suggest 

that you do so in the near future. 

Part of the reason for these enhancements is, of course, to increase the benefits of 

membership and provide more reasons for joining Macro Group.  This is important 

because membership of our parent societies and, consequently, of Macro Group has 

been on an overall downward trend since the early 1990s.  In the past two years, Simon 

Holder has produced literature in the form of fliers, posters and bookmarks to help 

people recognise the professional and personal benefits of joining.  You will have 

seen some of these at this meeting.  Of particular concern is our need to encourage 

more young researchers to join Macro Group and they will be a particular target in the 

year ahead for Peter Cormack, Simon's successor as Membership Officer. 

Not least amongst the benefits of membership for young researchers are the D H 

Richards Memorial Bursaries, which we use to assist our PhD student and post-doc 

members to attend conferences, mainly overseas.  The original fund was exhausted 

many years ago.  Nevertheless, Macro Group has ensured that the bursaries continue 

and we are actively publicising the revamped scheme in which six bursaries of up to 

£300 each can be awarded from Macro Group funds each year. 

In 1997 Macro Group instituted two medals, which have been successful in giving 

recognition for achievements in polymer science.  Two of my priorities three years 

ago were to catch up with their award, which had slipped behind a little, and to en-

hance their status.  This we have done. 

Due to ambiguities in the wording of criteria for the two medals and continuing 

difficulties in getting new society-level polymer awards accepted, we revised our 

medal portfolio last year.  The Young Researchers Medal continues, now officially on 

an annual basis; Sébastien Perrier will receive the 2006 medal later this afternoon.  

The previous Macro Group Lectureship and Medal also continues, but is now a 

biennial award under the new name of Macro Group Medal for Outstanding Achieve-

ment and with eligibility opened up to scientists from all countries of the world to 

reflect its history, importance and prestige – the next of these medals will be awarded 

in 2008.  And we now have a completely new annual Macro Group Medal which 

recognises significant and substantial contributions to polymer science and/or services 

to the UK polymer science community by scientists working in the UK.  Dave Had-

dleton will today become  the first recipient of this medal. 

The call for nominations for the 2007 awards of the Young Researchers Medal and 

the Macro Group Medal will go out in July with a 30 September deadline. 

A particular aim of mine was to integrate the Macro Group medal awards with the 

AGM at a meeting which could become an annual event that the UK polymer com-

munity would look forward to attending.  I set up the Frontiers of Research series to 

achieve this and it has been a great success.  The first of these meetings took place in 

December 2005 to award the 2004 medals and was attended by 85 people.  The sec-

ond was attended by 95 people in April 2006 and integrated the 2005 medal awards 

with the AGM, which consequently had its highest attendance for many years.  And 

today we have again integrated the latest medal awards with the AGM – this time we 

have about 110 people in attendance.  And of particular importance, at each of the 

meetings over 40 % of those present have been young researchers. 

Continuing with the theme of meetings, I would like to highlight the other meetings 

that have taken place over the past year, all of which have been well attended and 

successful. 

The programme began shortly after last year's Frontiers of Research meeting with a 

Macro Group affiliated meeting in Manchester on Organic Biomaterials - Different 

Perspectives which was organised by Nicola Tirelli and Mike Turner. 

The main event of the year was the international Polymer Synthesis conference at 

Warwick in the cross-over week from July to August.  It was excellent in all respects, 

thanks to the hard work of Dave Haddleton and his team at Warwick and the strong 

line-up and mix of speakers from all around the world.  Over 350 people attended, 

including a high proportion of young researchers.  The conference saw award of the 

2006 Macro Group Medal for Outstanding Achievement to Jean Frechet from the 

University of California at Berkeley and, at long last, award of the 2003 variant of this 

medal to Andrew Holmes, who is presently at the University of Melbourne.  We are 

now fully up-to-date with medal awards. 

This conference was followed in quick succession by a number of other meetings.  

The 6th International Conference on Polymer-Solvent Complexes and Intercalates, 

held at the end of August in Manchester, was organised by Alberto Saiani and affili-

ated with Macro Group.  Next was the 11th Meeting of the UK Polymer Colloids 

Forum which was organised by myself and Brian Saunders, and held in Manchester in 

September.  Soon after, the 7th Annual RAPS Meeting was held at Astra Zeneca, 

organised by Jonathan Booth.  The year concluded with a one-day meeting on Drug 

Delivery which was organised by Chris Sammon and held here at the SCI in October. 

Looking ahead, the 2007 Young Researchers Meeting will take place next Wednes-

day and Thursday at Nottingham, organised Cameron Alexander.  A 3-day conference 

on Polymers in Solution and at Interfaces had been planned for July to be run jointly 

with the RSC and SCI Colloid, Surface and Interface Science groups.  However, 

when MC8 was announced by the RSC Materials Chemistry Forum we discovered 

that it clashed and so we postponed the joint conference – it is now planned for June 



� � � � � �����������	�
����
�������
�����������	������������������������������ 
���� 4�

next year. 

The 12th Meeting of the UK Polymer Colloids Forum will be a full international 

conference over three days from 16-18 September and is being organised by Stefan Bon 

at Warwick.  This will be followed directly by the 8th Annual RAPS Meeting which is 

being organised by Rachel O'Reilly at Cambridge from 19-21 September.  We also 

hope that there will be a further one-day meeting in the Autumn. 

The next in this Frontiers of Research series should take place next April for award of 

the 2007 medals, and the 2008 Young Researchers Meeting is expected to be held at 

Warwick.  Other meetings are in the planning stage and will be announced as they are 

firmed-up. 

However, there is one new meeting for the future that I can announce.  I am pleased 

to inform you that Macro Group successfully bid for a Faraday Discussion Meeting on 

Direct Patterning of Polymers at the Nanoscale which will be chaired by Wilhelm 

Huck and will take place in 2009.  We thank Joachim Steinke, our Meetings Programme 

Officer, for his hard work in securing this meeting. 

And looking even further ahead, I remind you that Macro Group will be hosting the 

2010 IUPAC World Polymer Congress, the largest polymer conference on the interna-

tional calendar.  Our plans for the Congress had been progressing well and in Septem-

ber I received firm commitments to assist in its organisation from the major UK poly-

mer-related interest groups.  However, during October and November the RSC Science 

and Technology Board (STB) made it clear that they wished to withdraw the RSC 

backing and underwriting of the Congress.  I fought this vehemently and am pleased to 

say the RSC has recognised the obligations it made in 1998/9 when the bid to host the 

Congress was first submitted to and accepted by IUPAC.  The Congress is now ap-

proved (again!) by RSC Council and by the STB Conferences Committee.  With that 

unnecessary exercise and delay behind us, we can now proceed with confidence that the 

RSC will fully support the Congress by managing its administration through their 

Conference Office and by underwriting any losses the conference may incur.  The 

Congress will take place at the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre in Glasgow 

from 11-16 July 2010.  If its not already in your diary, put it in now – it will be a event 

not to be missed! 

I had planned to contact all polymer societies across the world during the Winter to 

ensure they were aware of the dates for the 2010 Congress and to use this as an opportu-

nity to enhance links with them.  In view of the problems with the RSC, this had to be 

postponed, leaving my plans for enhancing links with overseas polymer societies in-

complete. 

One other objective that is not quite complete, is the project led by Fred Davis to 

develop aids to assist school teachers for delivering polymer science topics and for 

enthusing school children.  This project has undergone several changes as Fred has 

become more aware of what is needed and what can be achieved, but it is now close to 

completion.  The focus for the DVD is a recorded lecture by Howard Colquhoun with 

associated demonstrations, in the form of supplementary videos, together with displays 

providing details of the science behind each of the materials discussed in the lecture, 

some notes for teachers and links to informative web sites, including teaching materials 

on the Macro Group web site. 

So in conclusion, a lot has been achieved in the past three years and almost all of the 

objectives I set have been realised, though some remain.  The DVD for schools should 

be completed soon and efforts to increase cooperation with overseas polymer societies 

will gain momentum in the coming year with work on the 2010 World Polymer Con-

gress.  As you will soon discover, Macro Group finances remain strong and will ensure 

that the group can continue to make investments and organise meetings that make a real 

difference for its members and the wider polymer community.  In all respects, therefore, 

my successor will be in a strong position to take the group forward. 

Before I finish, I would like to thank everyone who has served on Macro Group 

Committee during my chairmanship, particularly those who have devoted significant 

amounts of time to execution of Macro Group  business.  I would especially like to 

thank conference organisers and the Macro Group Officers for their work and help.  

Finally, a special mention must go to Wayne Hayes, who has been unstinting in his 

support as Secretary. 

 

Professor Lovell then invited questions, but none were asked. 

 

4. Accounts 
The Chairman thanked Bill MacDonald and Steve Yeates for their work as Treasurers 

over the past three years, giving credit to Bill for arranging transfer of the bulk of 

Macro Group funds to a financially-secure high-interest earning account which has 

made a real difference to the annual Macro Group income. 

He then presented a summary of the Macro Group accounts for 2006 and proceeded 
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to go through the income and costs incurred.  Several one-off costs contributed to the 

operating deficit of about £7k, notably creation of the new independent web site, the 

die for the new 'Outstanding Achievement' medal and donations to RAPS.  Addition-

ally, surpluses from four meetings, totalling about £9k, were yet to be credited to the 

accounts, but this should soon be done and should lead to a positive operating balance 

for 2007. The Chairman also described the recurrent costs for the present Macro 

Group activities and highlighted that, in order to break even, Macro Group needs to 

generate an annual income of about £3.5k in addition to bank interest and RSC sub-

scription income.  He stated that this is realistic and that conference surpluses are the 

principal means of achieving this additional income.  Overall the Macro Group finan-

cial situation is strong and gives the group confidence to organise large meetings, 

such as the Polymer Synthesis conferences held in Warwick. 

 

5. Elections to the Committee  
The Chairman thanked the retiring committee members, Chris Ansell (as Bulletin 

Officer), Patrick Fairclough (as Web Site Officer), Fred Davis (as Polymer Roadshow 

Officer), Peter Foot, Derek Illsey and Jeff Carter, for their contributions to Macro 

Group affairs during their three years of service on the committee.  He further stated 

that Fred Davis has kindly agreed to be co-opted back onto the committee for a while 

in order to finish off his work on the educational CD/DVD.  He also announced that 

Sébastien Perrier had resigned from the committee due to his impending move to 

Australia in October 2007. 

Six nominations had been received for the six Ordinary Committee Member vacan-

cies: Dr. C. Sammon (Sheffield Hallam University); Professor S. Brocchini (London 

University); Dr. A. Lewis (Biocompatibles); Professor S. Howdle (University of 

Nottingham); Dr. A. Dove  (University of Warwick) and Dr. R. Bhardwaj (Polymer 

Laboratories).  The Chairman informed the meeting that Dr. Sammon had offered to 

take over as Web Site Officer and that Dr. Dove had offered to become Bulletin 

Officer.  The meeting approved each of the nominations and, therefore, each person 

was declared elected. 

One nomination had been received for the position of Chairman: Professor D. 

Haddleton (University of Warwick).  The meeting approved this nomination.  Profes-

sor Lovell then congratulated Professor Haddleton on his election to the chairmanship 

of Macro Group and duly passed on to him chairing of the remaining item on the 

agenda. 

 

6. Any Other Business 
There were no items of further business. 

 

The new chairman then asked the meeting to express their thanks to the outgoing 

chairman for his outstanding efforts in progressing the Macro Group. 

 

Wayne Hayes 

School of Chemistry, The University of Reading  


